
Message from the President...

Founded in 1953 - Dedicated to the art and fun of photography!

The Newsletter of the New York Botanical /Zoological Photographic Society

Greetings to all;

By the time that you read this, I’ll be in China photographing my brains out.  That will be the reason for my being 
absent at the opening day event...but I’ll be back in time for the first competition.

I hope that everyone is having a wonderful Summer, plenty of beach time, great barbecues and fun with family and 
friends.  And a lot of behind-the-camera time. Well, summer is coming to an end, and the 2013-2014 NYBZPS 
season is about to begin. FYI this season marks the “60th” year Anniversary of the club (1953-2013) and your 
board has been hard at work planning for the coming years’ celebration. 

Ronnie has managed to schedule a few guest speakers who rank in the upper registry of today’s photography 
scene.  One such individual will be Tim Grey, the wizard of Photoshop CS6 and Lightroom 5. Tim has agreed to 
be our opening day presenter, and with all of the new features that Adobe has added to Lightroom, I am sure his 
presentation will be fabulous. 

Board Matters:  There was a change made by the board 
which will affect competition scoring. This year the per-
son receiving honorable mention will be awarded 1/2 
point. At our first meeting, members will vote on a pro-
posal to change the by-laws regarding the positions of 
treasurer and recording secretary.  And there will be a 
few additional  innovations introduced to the club’s com-
petition practices, which we will discuss with the mem-
bership at upcoming meetings. 

Photo Shoot: Let me remind you that we have a week-
end photo meet-up at one of the worlds greatest gardens, 
”Longwood Garden.” The meet-up is scheduled for 
September 21, 2013.  I would suggest arriving the night 
before and getting a good night’s rest, so book a hotel 
room now. We will be meeting at the main gate when 
the garden opens at 9am. Tripods are allowed in the 
conservatory until 12 noon. Wear comfortable shoes...
this place is huge!  For further information check out the 
website  at www.longwoodgardens.org or call 610-388-
1000. If you plan on attending, let me or Harvey know 
and send us your cell phone number so we can make 
contact if necessary. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Tim Grey Opens 60th Season

NYBZPS and PFLI
Season Calendar & Monthly Themes

Supplement - Members’ Vacation Photos

THIS MONTH:
Sept. 7th:

Opening Day - Tim Grey
Raffle & Refreshments

Sept. 21st:
Photo Shoot - Longwood Gardens

9 am at the main gate
www.longwoodgardens.org 

Sept. 28th:
Competition #1

Theme:  Silhouette(s)
Judge:  Roz Rosenblum

continued on pg 2
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season begins!
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Message from the President (Continued)...

There are a number of other events that are still in the planning stages, one being an exhibition for which we are 
seeking a venue. If you have any suggestions, kindly pass on the information to one of the board members.

In conclusion, I ask that you check out the website frequently since there have been some changes.  The new 
Themes are listed there, as is the club’s meeting schedule.  On opening day there will be a raffle with some fabulous 
prizes and the club is offering a 60th Anniversary Calendar for sale.  You’ve got to see it...it’s amazing.  (Thank you 
Anastasia Tompkins!)  So bring “CASH” and don’t forget that memberships have to be renewed.

Mark your calendar and don’t be late for the opening day celebration!  And get out and make images!

TIM GREY TO PRESENT AT
NYBZPS SEASON OPENER

As has been our tradition, we are opening up the season 
(Saturday, September 7th) with another great presenter:  
photographer, author, instructor and all-around Photoshop/
Lightroom guru, Tim Grey.

Tim Grey is regarded as one of the top educators in digital 
photography and imaging, offering clear guidance on com-
plex subjects through his writing and speaking.

Tim has authored more than a dozen books on digital imaging for photographers, including the best-
selling Real World Digital Photography and Color Confidence. With the help of video2brain, he has 
produced over a dozen video training titles on a wide variety of subjects. Tim has also had hundreds 
of articles published in magazines such as Digital Photo Pro, Outdoor Photographer, and others. He 
publishes the Ask Tim Grey email newsletter, as well as the Pixology monthly electronic magazine. Tim 
teaches through workshops, seminars, and appearances at major events around the world.

Tim’s work combines several of his greatest passions: photography, technology, teaching, writing, and 
travel. All of these have been part of his life in some way for as long as he can remember. He has been 
focused on digital photography and imaging for over 15 years.

In addition to opening our historic 60th season, you can catch Tim Grey at Adorama on October 30th, 
(5:30-7:30 pm) where he will present “Mastering Catalog Organization in Lightroom 5.”  

For more info on Tim, and to sign up for his Ask Tim Grey eNewsletter, log on to www.timgrey.com.   
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Announcements:                Movin’ Up
Congratulations once again to the following winners who are moving up this season:

Miguel Mongui and Gerald Liddelow:  Digital Color B to A
Doreen Rose:  Digital Color A to AA

Dues are DUE!
Dues must be paid by October 5th to compete.  $40/person or $70 for two people sharing the same address.

Also be sure to complete a new Member Application so we have your current contact information.

THE NYBZPS AND PFLI
by Joe Dionisio

Our club, The New York Botanical/Zoological Photographic Society (NYBZPS),  is 
a member of the Photographic Federation of Long Island (PFLI), which is a voluntary 
non-profit organization comprised of approximately 19 camera clubs from Nassau 
and Suffolk counties and the 5 boroughs of NYC and is dedicated to the enjoy-
ment and advancement of photography.

The PFLI  holds monthly inter-club competitions on the 2nd Friday from October 
through May at the Plainview-Old Bethpage Library located at 999 Old Country 
Road, Plainview, Long Island, beginning promptly at 7:30 pm.  Our club participates in PFLI’s Digital ‘A’, 
Digital ‘B’ and ‘Creative’ categories.   Five images for each category, selected by consensus from our Sat-
urday monthly competitions, are then expeditiously resized, relabeled, and electronically submitted to PFLI 
in time to meet their Monday night deadline for the upcoming Friday’s competition.  In addition, an annual 
competition, “The Leonard Victor Competition,”  is held in June to select the best photographs of the year. 

This past year NYBZPS was recognized with numerous PFLI awards starting with:
   • 1st Place out of 24 in the Digital ‘B’ category 
   • 4th Place out of  27 in the Digital ‘A’ category
   • 9th Place out of 17 in the Creative category

   • “Top Scores for 2013” went to Fran Swirsky, Harvey Augenbraun, and 
      Inese Moore for garnering top scores of 27, 27, and 26, respectively
   • “PFLI All Star” awards went to Anastasia Tompkins (Creative category),  
      and to Anastasia Tompkins, Harvey Augenbraun and Inese Moore 
      (Digital ‘A’ category)
   • Finally, wrapping up the year with “2013 Leonard Victor Awards” going to 
      Harvey Augenbraun for 1st Place in Digital ‘A’ category (“Fuchsia” -
       above), and to Raquel Gonzalez for 2nd Place in Digital ‘B’ category
       (“Birdie” - left).

Congratulations to all the winners and to those who participate each month with 
such outstanding images, thereby making NYBZPS a club to be ‘reckoned with’. 
Considering we are a small club succeeding in an arena of some very large and 
seriously competitive clubs, these results are a great accomplishment, tribute, 
and testament to the quality of work by our members.

The winners of the Leonard Victor Competition, plus images that attained a perfect 
score at the monthly competitions, may be seen by going to http://www.pflionline.com.

Note that the PFLI also holds a number of special events including instructional 
seminars by leading experts in the fields of photography, digital photography and Photoshop as well as live 
photographic shoots.  Scheduled events can be found at their web site http://www.pflionline.com.

©Harvey Augenbraun

©Raquel Gonzalez



The New York Botanical/Zoological Photographic Society invites photography enthusiasts of ALL LEVELS to join us at our 
bimonthly meetings (Saturdays at 10:00 am), Sept. thru June, at Fordham Prep, Room 243/244 (on the campus of Fordham 
University, Bronx, NY). Check the web site (www.nybzps.org) for program details, photo shoots and more! 

Photos/articles/comments/suggestions for future editions of The Iris are always welcome.  

E-mail text and photos (approx. size 4”x 6” at 200 dpi min.) to: iriseditor@LindaTommasulo.com.

-4-

Mark your calendars for the 60th season of the NYBZPS.
As previously, there are five (5) Altered Reality Competitions.  

Please check the website for updates and cancellations due to weather.

2013 

September 7..... Opening Day/Tim Grey
 Raffle / Refreshments 
September 28..... Competitions: Digital #1 
 Theme #1:  Silhouette(s)
 Judge:  Roz Rosenblum

October 5............ Competitions: Digital #2 
 Theme #2:  Street Photography
 Altered Reality #1
 Judge:  John Brokos
October 19......... Presentation:  Jim Christensen
 Coping with Adobe’s New 
 Business Model & Alternatives
 to Photoshop
November 2........ Competitions: Digital #3
 Theme #3:  Locks and/or
 Latches -  Altered Reality #2
 Judge:  Martin Joffe
November 16....... Member Critique (can submit   
 up to four [4] images)
December 7........ Competitions: Digital #4
 Theme #4: Wide Angle
 Judge:  Jerry Spette
December 21...... Holiday Party/Business Meeting
 “Short Shorts” (Member
 Presentations)2014 

January 4......... Competitions: Digital #5
 Theme #5: Texture
 Altered Reality #3
 Judge:  Walter Kimmel

2014 - Cont’d
January 18........ Presentation:  Robert Rodriguez,
 Jr.  - From Capture to Final Print
February 1......... Competitions: Digital #6
 Theme #6:  Rust
 Altered Reality #4
 Judge: Peter North
February 15....... Ridgewood International 
March 1 ............ Competitions: Digital #7
 Theme #7:  Long Exposure
 Judge:  Vinnie Kempf
March 15 ...........Presentation:  Southeast Asia Trip
 by Anastasia Tompkins & Harvey 
 Augenbraun
April 5 ............... Competitions: Digital #8
 Theme #8: NYC Street Scene
 Judge:  Phil Echo
April 26..............To Be Announced
May 3.................Competitions: Digital #9
 Theme #9: “True” Macro/Micro
 Altered Reality #5
 Judge:  Rob Dublin
May 10.............. End-of-Year Competition
 Judges:  Lila Pollinger and
 TBA
June 7................End-of-Year Party, Awards Luncheon  
 & Slide Presentation:    
 “The Best of the NYBZPS’ 60th
 Season”

Themes ’13/’14 Season

Schedule - NYBZPS 60th Season ’13/’14

September - “Silhouette(s)”
October:  “Street Photography”

November:  “Locks and/or Latches”
December:  “Wide Angle”

January - “Texture”
February:  “Rust”

March:  “Long Exposure” (Involves using a long-duration shutter 
speed to sharply capture the stationary elements of images while blurring, 

smearing, or obscuring the moving elements. The paths of moving light 
sources become clearly visible. This may include, but not limited to, star 

trails, streaking car or carnival ride lights as examples.)

April:  “NYC Street Scene”
May: “True Macro/Micro” (Extreme close-up photography, usually 
of very small subjects, in which the size of the subject in the photograph is 

life size or greater)


